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During the past two semes-
ters, the profundity of the 
Hebrew Psalms and Proph-
ets has impressed me in a 
fresh way. Our NWTS 
courses on these books have 
been based on a careful  
analysis of the original text 

and historical context of Psalms 89, 99, 105, 112, 
113, 134, 135, 149, Micah 5, Hosea 1-3, Amos 1 
and 9, Nahum 1, Obadiah, Ezekiel 36 and Isaiah 
42. The rich imagery of this poetry and prophecy 
brings us to the redemptive-historical fullness of 
our salvation in Christ Jesus. He is the center of 
these texts as he is of all our instruction and edifica-
tion at NWTS. It has been a great privilege to mine 
these passages together with Adam King, our forth-
coming graduate.  

-James T. Dennsion, Jr.,  

Over the past few months I  
have been preparing to teach 
the class on Pastoral Coun-
seling, while giving careful 
thought to how Biblical 
Theology impacts God's 
people in the trials of life.  I  
have also been preaching 
through the first epistle of 
John at Bothell Trinity OPC.  This wonderful 
epistle is an encouragement to those whose lives 
are hidden in Christ enabling us to know that we 
are of Him. I have also recently lectured on 
Revelation at the 8th Annual Reformed Confer-
ence at the Lynnwood Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church.  

-Marc Renkema 
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I t was my first General Assembly after becoming 
Orthodox Presbyterian. I found a seat at a long 
table near the front of the building next to a rul-
ing elder from California. We introduced our-
selves and began talking about church life. Some-
how or another, I don't remember just how, he 
learned that I preached after a BT model. Very 
quietly, so as not to embarrass me, he whispered, 
"Do You Believe in Application?" 

When I assured him that I  certainly did, he 
seemed much relieved. If this were the only time 
that I was asked this question I wouldn't think 
much of it. But I have been asked about it  hun-
dreds of times. This question isn’t asked so much 
now since most people who have this concern 
know where I stand, but why is everyone so con-
cerned? Must we not all apply the Scriptures 
when we preach them? 

The answer must be yes for the following two 
reasons. First of all, Scripture demands applica-

� � � � ��� � 	 
 �� � �� �  	 �� � �

Rev. J. Peter Vosteen teaches 
homiletics for the Ministerial 
Training Institute of the OPC 
and NWTS while pastoring the 
Lynnwood OPC. He founded 
NWTS after gaining 40+ years  
of pastoral ministry experience. 
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On Saturday, May 14 at 10:30 am, 
Northwest Theological Seminary will celebrate 
our first ever commencement ceremony. We are 
especially pleased to be able to confer the degree 
of Master of Divinity to Adam King. Everyone 
is invited to join us on this special occasion! 
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The new NWTS web site has launched! 
Months in the the making, we've been able, by 
the grace of God, to upgrade the look and con-
tent of our web presence in a dramatic way. 
New audio that is now available on the re-
sources page constitutes over  fifteen hours of 
streaming or downloadable sermon, lecture and 
conference content in mp3 format. The anno-
tated bibliography of preaching resources and 
commentaries is now available in a fully search-
able, one click printable "Flash Paper" format, 
or .pdf, if you prefer. Our current class schedule 
is now integrated with the online version of the 
Academic Catalogue so you can jump to a de-
scription of each current class offering with one 
click. You can also browse the archive of the 
NWTS newsletter, the Our Story, and get a 
series of snapshots in the history of the develop-
ment of the seminary. 
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Ker ux Conf er ence 2005: 

A Biennial  Symposium on Bibl ical  Theol ogy 

Are you ready for Kerux conference 2005? May 
11-13 is  the third biennial conference on Biblical 
Theology sponsored by Kerux, the Journal of 
Northwest Theological Seminary. This biennial 
symposium on Biblical Theology is intended to 
focus on the exegetical and redemptive historical 
implications of the centrality of Christ in all of the 
scriptures. Pastors and lay persons will be chal-
lenged and nurtured both academically and spiri-
tually. 

Registration for the three day conference is by 
means of $50 suggested donation, which covers 
two lunches and dinner on Friday night. All lec-
tures will be held at the Lynnwood OPC. If you 
need information about lodging or transportation 
to or from Sea Tac airport, contact Ling at (425)
787-5144, or email Registrar@nwts.edu. 

For a complete list of speakers and topics, visit our 
new website: www.nwts.edu 

 
 
Take some time to look around the site. Enjoy 
the sermons and lectures. If you can, we invite 
you drop in and visit a class. We hope and pray 
that as you explore our story, that you would 
find your own story hidden in Christ with God, 
and that the Holy Spirit would bless our meager  
efforts in a powerful way to draw you closer to 
your Eschatological Bridegroom, and empower  
you to live out of that identity for His honor and 
glory alone. 
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Dr. William Dennison, Professor of Systematic Theology and 
Apologetics at NWTS, will teach Introduction to Apologetics 
and Introduction to Systematic Theology from May 16-June 
3, 2005. These intensive two-hours per evening courses will 
cover the defense of the faith, non-Christian systems, and an 
introduction to systematic theology. Check www.nwts.edu for  
times, texts, and topics. Auditors welcome! 
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tion. W e read in II T imothy 3:16,17 these words: 
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the man of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.” The 
purpose of Scripture is teaching what man is to 
believe concerning God and what duty God re-
quires of man (S.C. #4). Therefore, the preaching 
of Scripture must include sound teaching, but it  
must also include words to change our lives and 
behavior. Furthermore, Paul in this second letter 
to T imothy goes on to say, "Preach the Word; be 
prepared in season and out of season; correct, re-
buke and encourage -- with great patience and 
careful instruction" (II  T imothy 4:2). From this it  
is obvious that preaching the Word has a conse-
quent effect on the listener's life, or at least should 
have such an effect. 

Secondly, our Directory of Worship insists on 
application as part of the sermon. In chapter II I , 
section 3, we read, “the minister should explain 
the Word of God for the instruction of his hear-
ers and then apply it for their exhortation.” Con-
sequently, there is no excuse for not applying the 
Word of God in our sermons. However, having 
said that, we must not stop there, for there is a 
right way to apply the Scriptures and a wrong way 
to do it. The wrong way has been amply supplied 
to us in the history of the church. For centuries 
the pastor expounded a passage of Scripture, or a 
doctrine found in a passage, and then went on to 
draw moral teaching from that doctrine or pas-
sage. What application he found might be related 

indirectly to the 
passage or tangen-
tially to it. Most 

of it was pious moral advice that might be very 
true, but which had little or nothing to do with the 
passage as seen in its context and in the context of 
God's overall redemptive work in Christ. 

Today, sermon styles are much more diverse. Fur -
thermore, preachers also want to bring the Bible 
into today's world and make it applicable to to-
day's problems. Thus we can take moral lessons 
from the Bible or relate human stories from the 
Bible and show how they give us directions for our  
lives. As, for instance, the story of David and Goli-
ath. Here, we are told was a young boy who 
through faith and courage was able to become a 
leader of God's people. Consequently, we too can 
do the same if we have faith and courage. This is a 
perversion of the idea of application. In doing this 
we are missing the central message of Christ in the 
Bible and making it into a moral lesson like any 
other human teaching. 

The true application of the Bible is to take the 
listeners of the sermon back into the Scriptures. 
There let them understand the teaching of the text 
in the light of its context, and in terms of its place 
in all of redemptive history as it culminates in Je-
sus Christ. We don't have to preach everything 
from Genesis to Revelation. We don't have to 
trace every idea in every book of the Bible. How-
ever, we do have to see the particular passage we 
are dealing with in the light of Christ. What God 
requires of our lives he requires only as we are in 
Christ by faith and as he gives us His Holy Spirit 
to accomplish it. I f we do not see application in 
this way then we will be preaching just a different 
form of humanism and not true Christianity. 

-Rev. Peter Vosteen 

"when we seek to know how mercy is deserved we find no merit 
because there is none, lest grace be made void if it is not freely 
given but awarded to merit."  

-Augustine (Letter 194, "To Sixtus")  


