Duringthe past two sames-
tas, the profundity of the
H ebrew Psdms and Proph-
és hes impressed me in a
fresh way. Our NWTS
oourses on these books have
ben based on a cadul

andysis of the orignd text
and historicd context of Psdms 89, 99, 105, 112,
113, 134, 135, 149, Miceh 5, Hosea 1-3, Amos 1
and 9, Nehum 1, Obadieh, Ezekid 36 and Isaeh
42. The richimagary of this poery and prophecy
brings us to the redemptive-historicd fullness of
our sdvetion in Chrigt Jsus. He is the center of
thesetextsasheisof dl our instruction and edifica
tiona NWT S.1t has bemn ageat privilegetomine
thesepassagestoget her with AdamKing our forth-
comingg aduate.

-HrssT. Dendan, .,

Owe the past few months |
have bean preparing to teech
thedass on Pestord Coun-
sding while gving cadul
thought to how Biblicd
Theology impatts God's
peopleinthe trids of life |
hae dso been preaching
through the first epigtle of

Jhn a Bothdl Trinity OPC. T hiswonderful
gigtleis an encouragament to those whose lives
aehidden in Chrigt enabling usto know that we
ae of Him. | hae dso recantly ledtured on
Redaion & the 8th Annud Reformed Confer-
ence & the Lynnwood Orthodox Presbyterian
Church.

-MacRenkema

Vdume6, Isue 1l
Soring 2006

It wes my first Generd Assambly ater becoming
Orthodox Presbyterian. | found a sest & along
teble near thefront of the buildingnext to arul-
ing dde from Cdifornia We introduced our-
sdvesand begen taking about churchlife Some
how or another, | don't remember just how, he
lerned that | presched dter a BT modd. Very
quietly, so as not to embarrass me he whispered,
"DoYouBdieein Applicaion?

Rev. J Pder Voden teadhes
homildgicsfor teMingeid
Trannglndi tutedf the OPC
andNWT Swhilepedaringthe
Lymwood OPC. Hefounoed
NWT Safter gain ng40+ yers
of pedard minidry eqaiene

When | assured him that | oartanly did, he
seamed much rdiesd. If thisweretheonly time
that | was asked this question | wouldnt think
much of it. But | have been asked about it hun-
dredsof times. T hisquestion isn't asked somuch
now since most people who hase this concern
know where | stend, but why is esryone so con-
crned? Must we not dl goply the Sariptures
whenwe preach them?

The ansve must be yes for the following two
ressons. Firgt of dl, Saipture demands goplicar

NORTHWEST THEOLOGICAL
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The nev NWTS web ste has launched!
Monthsin thethe making weve been adle by
the grace of God, to upg ade thelook and con-
tent of our web presance in a dramatic way.
New audio that is now avalale on the re-
Souroes pae condtitutes over fifteen hours of
streaming or downl oadable sermon, lecture and
conference content in mp3 format. T he anno-
tated biblioggphy of presching resources and
commeantariesis now avalablein afully seerdr
able one dick printable "Flash Pgpar™ formd,
or pdf, if youprefer. Our current dessschedule
is now integaed with the online version of the
Acadamic Ca dogue so you can jump to a de-
soription of eech current dassofferingwith one
didk. You can dso browse the archive of the
NWTS nenddter, the Our Story, and gt a
siesof sngpshotsinthe history of the ded op-
ment of the saminary.

On Saurdy, May 14 & 1030 am,
Northwest T heologcd Seminary will odebrate
our first ever commencament oaremony. Weare
espaddly plessed tobe ableto confer the degee
of Magter of Divinity to Adam King Everyone
isinvtedtojoin uson thisspedd occasion!



A Biennial Synposumon Biblical Theol ogy

Are you ready for Kerux conference 2005? May
11-13is thethird biennid conference on Biblicd
Theology sponsored by Kerux, the Journd of
Northwest Theodloged Saminary. T his biennid
symposium on Biblicd T heology is intended to
focus on the exegeticd and redemptive historicd
implicationsof thecentrdity of Christin dl of the
scriptures. Pestors and lay persons will be dhd-
lengad and nurtured both academicdly and spiri-
tudly.

Ker ux Conf er ence 2005

Ragstration for the three day conference is by
means of $50 suggested donation, which covers
two lunches and dinne on Friday night. All lec-
tureswill behdd & the Lynnwood OPC. If you
nesd information about lodgngor trangportation
to or from Sea T ac arport, contect Linga (425)
787-5144, or emal Regstrar @wis.edu.

For acompleelist of spekersand topics, visit our
new websi te: www. nwts.edu

Dr.William Dennison, Professor of Systematic T heology and
Apologticsa NWT S will teech | ntroduction to A pol ogtics
and I ntroduction to Systemdic T heology from May 16-une
3, 2005. T hese intensive two-hours per evening courses will
ocover the defense of the fath, non-Chrigtian systems, and an
introdudion to systematictheol ogy. Check www.nwis.edu for
times, texts, and topi cs. A uditorswd come

(Continued from page 1)

T &ke sometime to look around the site Enjoy
the sarmons and ledtures. If you can, we invite
you drop in end visit adass. We hopeand pray
that as you explore our story, tha you would
find your own story hidden in Christ with God,
and that the H oly Spirit would bless our meage
dfortsin a powerful way to draw you dose to
your Eschaologcd Brideyoom, and empower
youtoliveout of that identity for Hishonor and
dorydone

tion.Wereadin Il Timothy 3:16,17 thesewords:
“All Saipture is God-bregthed and is usgful for
teeching rebuking correing and traning in
righteousness, so that the men of God may be
thoroughly equipped for ey good work.” T he
purpose of Saripture is teeching what man is to
bdieve concerning God and what duty God re-
quires of man (S.C. #4). T herdore the preaching
of Sripturemust indude sound teeching but it
must dso indude words to change our lives and
behavor. Furthemore Paul in this seoond letter
to Timothy goes onto say, "Preech theWord; be
prepared in season and out of seeson; corredt, re-
buke and encourage -- with geat patience and
cadul ingrudion” (11 Timothy 4:2). Fromthisit
isobvious tha preeching the Word has a conse-
quent efet on thelistener'slife or a lesst should
haesuch an efect.

Sacondly, our Diretory of Warship ingsts on
goplicdion as pat of the sermon. In chepter 111,
sadion 3, we read, “the minister should explan
theWord of God for theingtruction of his hear-
esand then apply it for thar exhortaion.” Con
saguently, thereis no excuse for not applyingthe
Word of God in our s'mons. However, haing
sad that, we mugt not stop there for thereis a
right way to goply the Saripturesand awr ong way
todoit. Thewrongway has been amply supplied
to us in the history of the church. For centuries
the pastor expounded apassage of Saripture or a
doctrinefound in apassae, and then went onto
drav mord teaching from tha dodrine or pes-
sae Wha gpplication he found might berd aed
indiredtly to the

passageor tange-
tidly to it. Most

of it wes pious mord aMce tha might be very
true but which hadlittleor nothingto dowith the
passae asseenin its context and in the context of
Godsovedl redemptivework in Christ.

T oday, s'mon stylesare much more diverse Fur -
thermore, preechers dso want to bring the Bible
into today's world and meke it gppliceble to to-
day's problams. T hus we can take mord lessons
from the Bible or rdae human stories from the
Bibleand show howthey gve us direttionsfor our
lives. As, for ingtance the story of David and Goli-
ah. Hae we ae tad was a young boy who
through fath and courage wes able to become a
leeder of God's people Consauently, wetoo can
dothesameif we havefdth and courege T hisis a
perversion of theideaof goplication. In doingthis
weaemissingthe centrd messageof Christin the
Bible and meking it into amord lesson like any
other human teeching

The true gopliction of the Bibleis to teke the
listeners of the sarmon badk into the Sariptures.
T hereld themunda gandthe teechingof thetext
inthelight of its context, and in terms of its place
indl of redemptive history asit culminaesin J-
sus Christ. We dont have to preech everything
from Genesis to Reddion. We don't hawe to
trace ey ideain ey book of the Bible How-
ever, we do have to see the particular passagpwe
aedaingwithinthelidght of Christ. Wha God
requires of our lives hereguiresonly asweaein
Christ by fath and as he gves us His Holy Spirit
to accomplish it. If we do not see appliction in
this way then wewill be preechingjust adifferent
formof humanismand not trueChrigtianity.

-Rev. Paea Vosteen

"“When wesak toknow how mergy isdesarved wefind nomeit
berausethereisnae let gacekemadevad if it isnd fredy

gven but awarded tomgit.”

-Augudine(L eter 194, "To Ixtus’)



